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Decatur County News 
     
Decatur County  
USDA Service Center 
 
Decatur County FSA 
410 S Buffalo 
PO Box 147 
Oberlin, KS 67749-0147 
Phone: 785-475-3131 
FAX: 785-475-3886 
www.fsa.usda.gov 
 
Hours 
Monday - Friday 
8:00 a.m. -4:30 p.m. 
 
County Committee 
Mike Coleman 
Elden Long 
David Meitl 
Carolyn Zodrow, Advisor 
 
County Committee meets 
2nd Thursday of the month 
 
Office Staff: 
Diane Barrett, CED 
Donna Kelley 
Sue Hillebrand 
Candi Ketterl 
 
Field Staff: 
Anthony Gassmann 
 
 
Conservation 
Reserve Program 
 
Re-enrollment or extension 
of CRP expiring in 2007 
(REX) and general signup of 
new CRP ended April 28, 
2006.    
 
Letters have been sent for 
CRP expiring in 2008-2010.  
Producers have until June 30 
to re-enroll or extend these 
contracts. 
 
Producers signing up for 
REX extensions may sign up 
for management practices on 
these contracts including 
haying, grazing and burning.  
There would be a 25% annual 
rental payment reduction on 
acres hayed or grazed.  All 
new CRP contracts (includ-
ing re-enrollments) are 
required to have a manage-
ment practice in their contract 
plan. 
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 irect Payment Change

roducers who enroll land in the Direct and Coun-
ercyclical Payment Program after Feb. 8 will have 
he option to receive an advance direct payment of 
0 percent of the direct payment for any covered 
ommodity for the 2006 crop year.  

he amount of the advance payment was reduced 
rom 50 percent by the Agricultural Reconciliation 
ct of 2005, also known as Title I of the Deficit 
eduction Act of 2005.  

s before, producers may elect to receive their di-
ect payments in two installments per year. The first 
ayment is available in December of the calendar 
ear before the crop is harvested. The balance of the 
irect payment is available in October of the calen-
ar year in which the crop is harvested. 

or the 2007 crop year, producers will have the 
ption to receive an advance payment of  22 percent 
f the total direct payment. The total value of the 
irect payment does not change. Producers will 
eceive the balance of the direct payment in the 
econd installment. 

roducers who enrolled in the 2006 DCP program 
rior to Feb. 8 and elected to receive a 50 percent 
dvance direct payment will be unaffected.  

ever EZer! 
ast August, the Farm Service Agency announced 

he launch of the CCC-633 EZ to replace the old 
CC-709 and CCC-633-LDP. Since then, it’s un-
ergone a few modifications to make it even more 
ser-friendly. 

he EZ form is a two-part loan deficiency payment 
equest that allows producers to (1) indicate their 
ntentions to receive LDP benefits before losing 
eneficial interest in the eligible commodity, and (2) 
ubmit a request for an LDP at any time during the 
oan/LDP availability period before or after losing 
eneficial interest. 

he EZ form was developed to cover field direct 
DPs, basic LDPs and CCC-cotton AA, and revised 

o cover basic and field direct LDPs for wool, mo-
air and unshorn pelts. 

y signing the first page of the EZ form, the pro-
ucer indicates his or her intentions to receive LDP 
enefits. This one page covers all counties and all 
ligible harvested commodities for the entire crop 
ear for the individual, joint operation or entity 
dentified on the form.  

nce the first page of the form has been signed and 
ubmitted, the producer can submit an LDP request 
y completing page 2 for all harvested commodities, 
xcept cotton; page 3 for cotton; or page 4 for wool, 
ohair and unshorn pelts. The LDP request can be 

ubmitted at any time during the loan availability 
eriod, before or after losing beneficial interest. 
c

i

 
  key point to remember is that page 1 of the EZ 
orm must be signed by the producer before benefi-
ial interest in the commodity is lost. Once 
eneficial interest is lost the commodity is ineligible 
or an LDP even if beneficial interest is regained.  

ll producers are encouraged to submit page 1 of 
he EZ for each crop year whether or not they plan 
o subsequently request a loan or LDP. 

or the 2006 crop year, the CCC-633 EZ or eLDP 
nline requests are the only methods available to 
equest LDPs.  

006 COC Elections 

This year, voters will elect a producer to represent 
ther producers in local administrative area Two, 
hich is located in townships: Sherman, Harlan, 
rant, Olive, Roosevelt, Lincoln, Center, Altory and 
arfield.  

lden Long of Norcatur has represented producers 
n LAA 2 since 1997 and many years prior under the 
ld County Committee system. Mr. Long is ineligi-
le to run for the County Committee position this 
erm.   

arm owners, operators, tenants and sharecroppers 
ho are of legal voting age and eligible to partici-
ant in any Farm Service Agency program can 
ominate candidates or be a candidate themselves. A 
omination form has been enclosed with this news-
etter.  The COC meets once a month to review and 
pprove program applications, handle appeals, 
onitor emergency and disaster situations, and see 

rograms are administered fairly to all county pro-
ucers. 

ominees must sign the form, indicating that they 
re willing to serve the three-year term. 
ompleted nomination forms must be postmarked 
r returned to the Farm Service Agency office by 
he close of business on August 1. 

ounty committee elections are conducted by mail. 
allots will be mailed to all eligible voters in the 

ocal administrative area beginning on November 3. 
ompleted ballots must be returned to the Farm 
ervice Agency office by December 4. 

odbuster, Swampbuster 
ost Farm Service Agency programs require com-

liance with sodbuster and swampbuster provisions. 
hese provisions require producers to follow an 
pproved conservation system on all highly erodible 
and planted to an annual crop as determined by the 
atural Resources Conservation Service.  

e sure to have determinations made on any new 
and you plan to plant to annual crops. If you plan to 
lant a different crop on your current cropland, 
heck with NRCS to assure the new crop will qual-
fy under your conservation system. 
1
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May 31, 2006 
 
May 31, 2006 
 
May 31, 2006 
 
June 1, 2006 
 
June 30, 2006 
 
August 1, 2006 
 
Swampbuster provisions state that converting a 
wetland to make possible the planting of a crop 
will result in the loss of all USDA benefits. To 
avoid penalties it is strongly recommended that 
producers check with NRCS before starting any 
kind of dirt work. 
 
NAP Program 
 
Producers with Non-insurable Assistance Program 
crops need to remember that acres must be certified 15 
days before harvesting.  Grass grazing must be reported 
15 days before putting livestock in to graze.  If you 
lease new pasture, remember this must be reported.   
 
Crop losses must be reported within 15 days from date 
of loss.  If you had a NAP policy for wheat for graze, 
triticale, grass or oats forage, remember to report losses 
timely in order to be eligible.  Notify the office before 
tearing up crops or for crops you will not harvest, so an 
appraisal can be done.  Keep track of alfalfa production 
for each cutting, and you will need to weigh some bales. 
NAP producers need to provide all production for 
insured crops to FSA even if you do not have a loss.   
 

Exception to FAV Rule  
Every rule has an exception, and the exception for 
the FAV — that’s fruits (including nuts) and 
vegetables — rule is that FAVs may be planted 
without penalty on Direct and Countercyclical 
Payment Program base acres under these condi-
tions: 
 FAVs are designated as and meet the defini-

tion of a home garden; 
 FAVs are planted and reported with an in-

tended use of green manure or forage and the 
producer pays a fee to cover the cost of a farm 
visit to verify that the crop has not been har-
vested as FAV; 

 lentils, mung beans and dry peas (dry peas 
including Austrian, wrinkled seed, green, yel-

low and umatilla ) are not FAV crops. 

  
Sep

Ho
Of
The producer declare his or her intentions 
when the acreage report is filed and cannot 
subsequently change the intended use of re-
ported FAV acreage to home garden, green 
manure or forage to negate a violation or 
payment reduction.  Better safe than sorry; check 
with the county office staff before planting any 
FAVs, such as dry edible beans.  
 
2006 Crop Acreage Reports 
 
All cropland on the farm must be reported to 
receive benefits from the Direct and Counter-
cyclical Program, marketing assistance loans 
and Loan Deficiency Payments.  
 
Conservation Reserve Program acreage must 
be reported to receive annual rental payments. 
As well as, crop acreages for which Non-
insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program 
(NAP) may be enrolled must be reported.  
 
Crop reports must be filed on form FSA-578, 
Report of Acreage, and must account for all 
cropland on a farm, whether idle or planted. 
Producers are required to file reports by May 
31 for small grains and August 1 for all other 
crops.  
tember 1, 06

lidays 
fice Closed

 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on 
the basis of race, color, national origin, gender, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orienta-
tion, and marital or family status. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with 
disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print,
audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at 202-720-2600 (voice and TDD). 
 
To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten 
Building, 14th and Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, D.C., 20250-9410, or call 202-720-5964 
(voice or TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 
PRSRT STD 
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ates to Remember 

Report acres for fall seeded and small 
grain crops, alfalfa and CRP 
Final date to obtain loans and LDPs on 
2005 feed grains 
Final date  to provide 2005 production 
for Hard White Wheat incentive pay 
Signup ends for 2006 Direct and 
Counter-cyclical Payment Program 
without a late fee. 
Deadline for CRP contracts expiring 
in 2008-2010 to respond 
Final date to report spring seeded crops 
on total cropland. 

 
Purchase NAP policy for 2007 Wheat 
and Triticale forage crops. 

 

May 29, Memorial Day 
July 4, Independence Day 
September 4, Labor Day 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
2006 Decatur 
Loan Rates 
 
Wheat -  $2.68 Bu. 
Corn - $1.93 Bu. 
Barley - $1.85 Bu. 
Oats - $1.34 Bu. 
Gr Sorghum $3.04 cwt 
Soybeans - $4.66 Bu. 
Sunflowers $9.25 cwt 
 
Commodity loans are 
available for all crops, 
both farm-stored grain 
and warehouse certifi-
cates.  May 31st is the last 
date to request 2005 feed 
grain loans. 
 
Farm Storage 
Facility Loan 
Program 
 
Producers may request 
loans to build or up-
grade farm storage and 
handling facilities at the 
FSA office.  These 
FSFL loans have a 7 
year term with annual 
payments amortized 
over the term of the 
loan.  The maximum 
principal loan amount is 
85% of the net cost not 
to exceed $100,000.  If 
interested, contact the 
office for more informa-
tion.  Interest rate for 
April is 4.625% 


